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mond." In case of refusal the Resident was even in-
structed to threaten the Nizam with the march of a body
of English troops to his frontier, and the apprehensions
of the English Government were increased by the dis-
coverv that certain French officers, prisoners in Madras,

w

were suspected of a design to join Raymond and detected
in this a project to escape. (Briggs, Volume I, Chapter ix.)
But before it became necessary to take so pronounced
a step, an event occurred in Hyderabad which showed
the Nizam that it was not only foreign foes that he had
to fear, but that there were even more dangerous enemies
in his own household.

The Nizam had now attained a very advanced age
and was in infirm health. The disaster of Khurdla was,
there can be no doubt, to a certain degree attributable
to this fact. His condition excited a certain amount of
discontent among many of the younger and excitable
nobles, who felt that in the crisis that was approaching
a younger and more energetic ruler should be at the head
of the State. Led away by these men and prompted by
his own personal feelings of ambition, on the 28th June,
1795, the Nizam's eldest son, Ali Jah, fled from, the
capital and took refuge in the ancient royal city of Bieder.
Here he raised the standard of rebellion, and was soon
joined by a number of disaffected chiefs, bringing with
them considerable levies. In a very short time this
rebellion assumed a formidable and dangerous appear-
ance.- A few successes followed the first outbreak
which served to attract more followers, and the Prince
advanced towards Aurungabad. The first act of the
Nizam was to recall the two British battalions which he
had so lately dismissed, in order with them to replace
Raymond's force which he had at once despatched against
rebels. Raymond with his well-disciplined force had no